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him the telegram.    "Absurd," said he.     "Never heard of
such a thing.     Collars,  indeed;   why,  no  regiment  in the
service   wears   them.     The   Pomponettes   attempted   it   as
swagger once, but it wasn't  allowed.    You'll  have watch-
chains and charms worn next, I suppose."   The worthy old
gentleman had not grasped that the collars ordered to be
worn were not the linen additions in which he and others
indulged, but the Collars of Orders of Knighthood, the day
being a Collar day, and there being half a dozen Dukes and
a considerable number of peers, Knights of the Garter, and
other great Orders on the list of the Aides-de-Camp.    The
whole ceremony of this second Jubilee was most impressive
and interesting,   The sight of the crowds, well-behaved, good-
humoured, and enthusiastic, extending over the miles of streets
through which we in  the procession rode, was in itself re-
markable.   At the close, the Aides-de-Camp formed up outside
the Palace, when the Queen bowed, thanked and dismissed us.
Immediately afterwards  all the united bands played:," .God
Save the Queen " in a manner I have never heard elsewhere,
and which brought a lump into one's throat    I have said
the crowds were well-behaved.   But at one point, through
no fault hardly of theirs, came almost a catastrophe.   This
was when we, for some reason or other, were temporarily
halted close to Hyde Park Corner, just under the windows
of Northumberland  House, in Grosvenor Place, where my
wife with others was viewing the procession.     The cjrowd
here was very great, and bore through the line of police
and troops.    "Can't  you keep back?" would ejaculate a
policeman as some unfortunate  man  or  woman  was  pro-
jected into the space kept clear for us.    These  unhappy
people in the front rows were in no way to blame, being
forced forward  by the   tremendous  pressure from   behind.
And no shoving back of those in the front row would improve
the position.   The crowds were pouring in from the streets
behind, and it was these that had to be stayed or kept
back to relieve the pressure in front    Matters were begin-
ning to look serious when Lord Suffield, one of the Aides-